
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ Successful Exploration Drilling Starts With Firstdrill” 
 
  
 

 
    
 
 

“Supported by Decades of Firstdrill Experience” 
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Fully Integrated Well Management 
 
 

Well Engineering 
 
 

Operations Support 
 
 

Project Management 
 

 



 

  
   

  
 

 
 

FIRSTDRILL MISSION STATEMENT  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Firstdrill is an independent oil and gas service company 
committed to entering into working partnerships with our 

clients in order to provide them with the best possible solutions 
tailored to their individual drilling operations.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.firstdrill.co.uk 

 
Since its foundation in 1996, Firstdrill has 
become one of the most dynamic and 
capable companies in oil and gas 
exploration, providing project 
management, well engineering and 
operational logistics on a global basis. It 
has already proved its capabilities from 
Western Siberia to Southeast Asia, from 
Azerbaijan to Vietnam – and scores of 
locations in between. 

 



 

  
   

  
 

 
 

FIRSTDRILL  PROFILE 
 
Firstdrill  Limited is an independent British drilling project management company 
offering an integrated service to the oil and gas industry, on a global basis.  
 
With a full complement of cross functional personnel, Firstdrill  is identical to any 
operator’s drilling department, and we are well positioned to become your drilling 
department, to undertake all aspects of well planning and delivery for any operation 
around the world. 
 
As a world class provider of fully integrated well engineering and project management 
services we have a proven track record and are wholly experienced and accomplished in 
all aspects of planning and delivery of well operations in all terrains and environments. 
 
 

 

Firstdrill  is capable of engaging in every 
aspect of this rapidly changing industry 
where return on investment is paramount.  

 
The company comprises of highly 
experienced management, engineering 
and drilling personnel who bring many 
years of expertise in the provision of 
drilling project and engineering services 
worldwide. Uniquely, a large percentage 
of our personnel have in excess of 30 
years experience in the oil and gas 
industry. 

 
 
A commitment to innovative engineering, coupled with in-depth operational and project 
management experience has enabled our highly experienced specialist teams to meet, 
and often exceed, the expectations of our clients.   
 
Our success can be attributed to our unrelenting drive to provide technical and financial 
advantage through sound well design and construction, exemplary planning, safe well 
delivery and a structured project management approach throughout all phases of the 
well engineering process. 
 
As an independent organisation we have no links to any service provider therefore we 
are able to independently select services best suited to our client’s needs thereby 
providing best value to meet our clients operational and financial goals. 

“A totally independent company supplying single drilling experts, to full project 
management teams.” 



 

  
   

  
 

 
FIRSTDRILL  SERVICES 

�
At Firstdrill  we understand that even the best projects and opportunities will fail 
without accurate execution and delivery. By engaging Firstdrill  at the early stages of an 
exploration or development programme, we are able to provide experienced technical 
input at the right time, thereby ensuring good commercial value from the outset. 
 
Our Well Engineering teams will design and execute cost-effective, fit-for-purpose 
wells with our landmark software systems, without compromising safety, to enable 
operators to maximise the potential of their onshore and offshore concessions.   
 
Firstdrill works in close partnership with its clients to conduct well operations onshore 
and offshore around the world. Project teams are chosen on the basis of technical 
ability, geographical experience and personality to ensure that the right team is in place 
to achieve all the project's objectives. Team size can be varied depending on the 
evolving needs of the project. The team can be entirely Firstdrill  staff or a mixture of 
the client’s staff and Firstdrill . Work is performed in the client’s and Firstdrill  offices 
as well as in an operations base established for the project. 
 
Firstdrill  have also conducted well planning for many operator managed projects, 
specific engineering studies and reviews, third party audits and inspections as per our 
client requests. 
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“Firstdrill guarantees to deliver on time, every time to your satisfaction.” 



 

  
   

  
 

 
 
 
 
All aspects of the drilling campaign are managed including, but not limited to: 

 
 
 
 
  

�  Well Design and Construction 
 
�  AFE Preparation 
 
�  Drilling Programme Preparation 
 
�  Drilling Optimisation 
 
�  Operational management 
 
�  Legislative requirements 
 
�  Completions 
 
�  Tenders & Contracts management 
 
�  Rig selection, inspection and acceptance 
 
�  Rig site evaluation and selection, platform upgrade evaluations 
 
�  Logistics Planning 
 
�  Materials and Equipment Selection & Procurement 
 
�  Risk Analysis and Management 
 
�  End of Well Reporting and Lessons learned 
 
�  Project Close-Out 

 
 

 
 

“Firstdrill can provide well engineering, project management and operations 
support.” 



 

  
   

  
 

 

 FIRSTDRILL  INTEGRATED WELL MANAGEMENT 
 

Firstdrill ’s Integrated Well Management provides a dedicated Engineering and 
Operations Project Management team who are highly experienced in many different 
operational roles. This experience enables us to fully focus on our projects and to 
deliver an efficient and safe operation.  

 
The team with complimentary skills has the following objectives:  
 

·  Optimise drilling efficiency throughout the operation and to reduce non 
productive time to zero 

 
·  Establish a constructive working procedure between our Client Company and 

Firstdrill project team 
 

·  Work with the Client Company to generate an accurate AFE to drill the well 
 
·  Manage the operation to drill the well safely and within the AFE; to meet all 

of the Client Company’s objectives. By our performance we look to build 
long term relationships with our clients 

 
A drilling programme will be prepared in advance for the first well of the new drilling 
campaign and every subsequent well capturing lessons learned. The drilling programme 
will be written by Firstdrill  with required data for this work from the Client’s records 
and information.  
 
An early function of the Integrated Team is to ensure timely planning and preparation 
for start up of operation. This will ensure all the required people, systems, contractors 
and resources are in place to guarantee that the team will be ready to start operations 
without delay. 

 
 

“Firstdrill provides a dedicated team of professionals that can deliver an 
efficient and safe operation within an accurate AFE.” 



 

  
   

  
 

 

FIRSTDRILL  STRENGTHS�
 
Firstdrill  strives to provide the best possible solutions for a wide range of drilling 
operations, from preliminary well design, through to A.F.E preparation, project 
management and on-site supervision for exploration, appraisal and development 
programmes.  Our strengths include, but are not limited to: 
 

�  Competitive costs – Firstdrill saved $4 million on a recent well in Vietnam 
 

�  Totally independent company with no alliances to any service company or rig 
contractor 

 
�  Capable of engaging in every aspect of the rapidly evolving oil and gas industry  

 
�  The managers and staff of Firstdrill  have many decades of oil field experience 

 
�  Technical and operational ability with unrivalled global experience  

 
�  Attentive to the needs of all our clients 

 
�  Professionalism and structured to respond efficiently to resolve problems and 

difficulties 
 

�  Build lasting relationships with our clients 
 

�  Always ensure we have full understanding of clients’ needs 
 

�  Unrelenting commitment to providing the most thorough service to our clients   
 
 
 
 

� � �
�

“ Safety, Technical, Resourceful, Experienced, Notable, Global, Teamwork, 
Honest, Supervision.” 



 

  
   

  
 

 

FIRSTDRILL  EXPERIENCE 
�

Using expertise from the UK and around the world, Firstdrill  has completed onshore 
and offshore projects in many countries. Recent projects have been conducted in the 
UK, Russia, Vietnam, India, the Ukraine and the Ivory Coast. 
 

Our range of experience available includes, but is not 
limited to: 

�  Well Design Evaluation and Costing 
�  ERD, HPHT, Deepwater; Shallow water; Horizontal 

and Multi-Lateral wells;  
�  Land operations; 
�  Turnkey Projects  
�  Harsh Environment drilling operations 
�  Rig evaluation, audit and recommendation.  
 

 

 
 

Firstdrill  has worked for many companies globally including: 
 

   
�  BP 
�  Star Energy 
�  Total Fina Elf 
�  British Gas 
�  SOCAR 
�  Sibneft  
 

�  Shell 
�  Ramco Energy 
�  AGIP KCO 
�  Devon Energy 
�  Vietgazprom 
�  OAO Gazprom 
�  Providence Resources 

 

�  ConocoPhillips 
�  Cairn Energy 
�  Viking Oil & Gas 
�  Cardinal Resources 
�  Shernomorneftegas 
�  Victoria Oil & Gas 
 

Our unparalleled geographical knowledge and experience includes: 
 

Offshore 
�  Azerbaijan 
�  Czech Republic 
�  Bulgaria 
�  Romania 
�  Ghana 
�  West Africa 
�  Bay of Bengal 
�  North Sea 

Onshore 
�  UK 
�  Vietnam 
�  Azerbaijan 
�  Georgia 
�  Russia 
�  Ukraine 
�  Middle East 
 

 

“A global service company providing experienced technical advice and support.” 



 

  
   

  
 

FIRSTDRILL EXAMPLES OF GLOBAL OPERATIONS  
 
 
 
Russian Operations. In late 2007, Firstdrill  began the drilling of one well in the 
Caspian Sea for CenterCaspneftegaz which is the operator for the Centralnaya 
Structure concession exploration programme. The well is being drilled in 462 m 
of water using the MODU Maersk Explorer. Firstdrill is providing project 
management and rig support services for this challenging rank exploration well. 
The Firstdrill team completed all pre-engineering in Moscow and the project is 
being managed from Moscow with a local area support being performed from 
Makhachkala, Dagestan. 
 
 
Namibia Operations. Firstdrill is currently providing total Project Management 
services for Sintezneftegaz Namibia Ltd, for the drilling of a deepwater 
exploration well in Block 1711, Namibia, West Africa; the well is being drilled 
from a drillship in a water depth exceeding 700m. 
Firstdrill’s involvement is the complete management of the project on the 
client’s behalf as the intermediary between client and service companies to 
ensure efficient and successful operations. All pre-engineering was conducted by 
the Firstdrill team in addition to supporting operations and conducting contract 
and procurement services. 
 
 
Middle East Operations. Firstdrill  are in the final tendering process for 
Drilling 15 Wells to depth of 4000m. Supplying of all third party services 
required for the efficient well test and completion of these projects including 
logistics and security. Firstdrill  will be responsible for total Project Management 
until final close out. 
 
 
Vietnam Operations. Firstdrill  completed drilling the 2nd well in Bac Bo Bay 
for VietGazprom offshore Vietnam. The first well drilled for VietGazprom was 
drilled $4 million under budget. Firstdrill  was responsible for the total Project 
Management from Rig acceptance to final close out including contracts, well 
engineering, operational management, financial and procurement support. This 
operation was managed from Hanoi and the wells were drilled with the Neptune 
Discoverer, a turret mounted conventionally moored drillship. 
 
 
 
 



 

  
   

  
 

 
UK Operations. Firstdrill  completed drilling the 2nd well for Midmar Energy in 
the Brockham field onshore UK. Firstdrill  was responsible for the total Project 
Management from Rig acceptance to final close out. 

 
 

India Operations. India Operations. Firstdrill  completed drilling two wells for 
OAO Gazprom (Zarubezhneftegaz) in the Bay of Bengal, India.  
Firstdrill  was responsible for the total Project Management from Rig acceptance 
to final close out; including rig survey, contracts, well engineering, operational 
management, financial (daily and AFE/budget management), procurement and 
supply support. The Firstdrill team was based in the OAO Gazprom India office 
with daily meetings ensuring good communication and cooperation; all 3rd party 
contacts were managed through Firstdrill.  
The first well was to 2415m and the second to 4100m, both wells were vertical 
exploration gas wells offshore from a semi submersible drilling rig. Well 
pressures of 8,000psi and 13,500psi (HPHT) were experienced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Using expertise from around the world, Firstdrill has completed numerous onshore and 
offshore projects, working with some of the most advanced drilling rigs available today.” 



 

  
   

  
 

FIRSTDRILL  PEOPLE�
 
Firstdrill employs only highly experienced, honest and reliable people from reputable 
oil field backgrounds. They must satisfy our requirements for skills, experience and 
knowledge. Verification of qualifications and ensuring our personnel are conversant 
with current techniques and legislation results in absolute client confidence and 
satisfaction. Some of our employees are conversant in written and spoken Russian. No 
employee is “just a number” to us; they are part of Firstdrill  and our success. All our 
employees are involved within their career, and have the ability to control and direct 
their advancement and progression within the company. 
 
Firstdrill can provide individual engineers for standalone projects or integrated teams 
of technical personnel to work on all phases of well engineering. Our manpower 
resource comprises staff employees and sub-contractors with technical skills which 
include: 

�  Drilling Engineers 
�  Drilling Supervisors  
�  Project Managers 
�  Operations Managers  
�  Petroleum Engineers  
�  Subsea Engineers 
�  Geologists 
�  Completion Engineers 
�  HSE Advisors 
�  Well Service/Test Supervisors  
�  Material Co-ordinators. 

 Our emphasis on quality of personnel 
together with our rapid response and 
professional approach mean we continually 
meet the needs, and exceed the 
expectations, or our customers. 

 
Staff and sub-contractors are selected on the 
basis of relevant experience, geographical 
knowledge and technical competence.  All 
personnel operating on behalf of Firstdrill 
understand what is required from them from 
the outset of each project and through 
experience and management support always 
deliver the required results. 

 
 
 

“Our people are our greatest asset; only the most experienced personnel meet our skills 
and expectations.” 



 

  
   

  
 

FIRSTDRILL MANAGEMENT  
 
 

Peter Redman – Managing Director 
 
After studying Mechanical Engineering, Peter joined 
BP as a Trainee Drilling Engineer in 1955 before 
being assigned to the Middle East where he worked in 
the UAE and Oman. During his 24 years with BP he 
also worked in the UK, Libya, Iran, Australia and 
Norway. In 1979, he joined Phillips Petroleum 
Company to work in the North Sea.  
Since leaving Phillips in 1984 he has worked in 
numerous operations as Drilling Manager.  His 

experience includes drilling operations in Russia, Azerbaijan, Czech Republic, Georgia, 
and Bulgaria.  
He is the author of various technical papers and is an External Examiner for Robert 
Gordon University MSc course in Drilling Engineering. 
 
 

 
James Jenner – Non Executive Director 
 
With a career that spans over forty years, 30 years of 
which were with BP, Jim has extensive experience of 
drilling operations in the Middle East, North America 
and the North Sea. He worked on early exploration and 
development of oil fields offshore Abu Dhabi and the 
West Sole gas field discovery offshore UK. He has also 
held senior supervisory positions in Iran and Abu Dhabi.  
Latterly in management roles with BP he supervised 
worldwide drilling operations and was responsible for 
recruitment, training and career development of drilling 
engineers and operations personnel.  

Since retiring from BP he has been involved in numerous activities, inc. drilling 
operations in Pakistan, Bulgaria, Algeria, Tunisia the Arabian Gulf and the North Sea, and 
has implemented training courses and worked on the successful introduction of new 
drilling technology. 
Jim is a Chartered Engineer, Fellow of the Energy Institute, Member of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers and Member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers. 
 
 



 

  
   

  
 

 
 

Mike Hazell – Non Executive Director  
 
Mike Hazell has over 35 years experience in the industry. 
He spent much of his career working with BP where he 
held various senior drilling positions in the UK, Norway, 
Canada, USA, Nigeria, Angola and Qatar. He has been 
involved in the planning and implementation of many 
diverse drilling projects, both onshore and offshore, 
including Wytch Farm (ERD) and deep water drilling 
projects in West Africa.   
Mike is a Chartered Mechanical Engineer and a Member 
of the SPE. 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter Murray - Operations Manager 
                                                                                                                      
Peter has over 33 years of Exploration and Development drilling 
experience in over 16 different countries some of which 
presented challenges in extreme climatic environments. His 
experience includes drilling with almost every kind of mobile and 
fixed drilling units. Much of his career was with BP where he 
started out as drilling engineer and developed into drilling 
supervisor, superintendent and drilling manager and  latterly, for 
a major international service provider,  as project manager and 
now operations manager,  through which he has experienced most 
aspects of the Drilling Industry. His most recent role was as 

Senior Well Engineer Operations for Shell’s project in Sakhalin, Russia, where he brought 
his skills to bear to deliver a world class project, Lunskoye Alpha Drilling Platform, to a 
high quality state of readiness.   
In addition, he has special skills in the technique of slim hole drilling (including 2004 SPE 
Distinguished Lecturer on the subject) and also had the opportunity to raise the HSE 
awareness for the entire team in Lasmo, Venezuela. He developed special skill also in the 
field of drilling Risk Management techniques specifically designed to manage and mitigate 
drilling risk and minimize costs. 
Peter is a Member of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers and Chartered Engineer with 
the Engineering Council as well as Member of Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) 
 
 



 

  
   

  
 

FIRSTDRILL CONTACTS 
 
 
Head Office:  Firstdrill Limited 
   6 Dean Park Crescent 
   Bournemouth 
   Dorset 
   BH1 1HL 
 
   Tel: +44 (0)1202 438 333 
   Fax: +44 (0) 1202 438 444 
   Email: info@firstdrill.co.uk 
 
 
Regional Offices: Firstdrill Limited 
   Riverside House 
   Riverside Drive 
   Aberdeen 
   AB11 7LH 
 
   Tel: +44 (0)1224 224 370 
   Fax: +44 (0) 1224 224 300 
 
 

Firstdrill Limited 
   Suite 300 East 
   The Woodway Centre 
   4801 Woodway Drive 
   Houston, TX 
 
   Tel: +1 (713) 964 2724 
   Fax: +1 (713) 964 2726 
    
    

 


